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Meeting of 40th Anniversary Planning Committee
The 40th Anniversary Planning Committee consisting of
J. Gordon Bidner, Dave Ashbrook, Al Abbott, Don Hyland, and Virgil Short met Aug 4, 2015 at 7:30am at the
Busy Corners Restaurant in Goodfield, IL.
It was agreed that a celebration such as this
would require a comprehensive approach
and needed to have the work involved divided among the committee members in order
to make it a successful and enjoyable event
for all. It was also thought most of the issues
should be completed early enough that the
Program/Agenda could be used to promote
interest in attending. The aspects of this discussion included:

Virgil Short and Don Hyland are to handle production
and printing of Souvenir Program/Agenda, as well as,
development of invitations (these to go out by email by
Sept 15 with RSVP by Oct 1 to enable the Club to be able
to plan for how much food would be needed, number of
Souvenir Programs to have printed and
Souvenir Glasses to order). Al Abbott is
pursuing the cost of these ‘engraved
glasses’ with the GJB SAR name and a
logo. News Coverage will need to be arranged. The invitations should contain a
menu as well as the price and payment
mechanics.

The items concerning the ambiance of the
meeting room were considered including
How many members and guests could we
background patriotic music, Social Hour
expect which would affect how elaborate
of 30 minutes or so prior to meeting
we plan, as well as, if and how many Souve- General Joseph Bartholomew
(5:30-6:00pm), picture show of GJB SAR
nir items we should purchase. In determinmeetings and events, place sittings with name cards
ing this, consideration was given to usual attendance to
containing meal choices on the back to make it easier
our dinner meetings, how many and who did we feel
for waitresses to take orders, and copy of Souvenir Prowarranted our appreciation by extending invitation for
gram/Agenda per place setting.
past services and support, as well as, our organizational
associations.
Undoubtedly many issues will arise but with early planning our intent will be to have adequate time to handle
Attendance could be increased by promotion of the
such in a timely manner so as not to disrupt our celebraevent, offering an interesting program, and including the
tion. Any suggestions can be addressed to Gordon.
Program/Agenda with the invitation. To that end it was
felt the Program for this anniversary event should be
Virgil D. Short MD
centered on the chapter, its history from charter nite,
GJB SAR Chaplain
some discussion on more recent history, and our relation to ILSSAR and LGS Chapter of DAR. Speakers were
considered and Gordon will contact those suggested.
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GJB SAR Chapter Meeting Jul. 14, 2015
The Gen Joseph Bartholomew Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution held its Jul 14, 2015 meeting at the
Lakeside Country Club. The host was Al Abbott and the meal choices were from the Club’s menu. The meeting was
attended by 19 members and wives.
Business and reports:
Gordon opened the meeting with presentation of awards to William White, Silver Good Citizenship Certificate and
Medal, and Kelly Gray, War Service Medal. These had previously been awarded by the ILSSAR but not presented.
Also Gordon announced the GJB SAR Chapter received Honorable Mention for The General’s News newsletter.

Treasury report was given by Don Hyland and Kelly Gray which was favorable and accepted by members present.
Don Hyland reported on Chapter stand up and podium banners. Gordon had referred a suggestion the chapter procure these items to the 40th Anniv Celebration Committee consisting of himself, Dave Ashbrook, Al Abbott, Don Hyland, and Virgil Short. This committee met on the evening of Jul 7, 2015. After some discussion it was agreed this was
a good and reasonable idea, as well as, the content to be displayed. It was noted the cost of the 2 items would be
approximately $200. The issue was brought to the floor, discussed, motion made to proceed, seconded, and the vote
carried.
Lauren Brown suggested the Chapter have a ‘Life Member Program’ fee. David Dougal will investigate as to the
amount needed for sustainability.
Virgil Short, who was tasked to develop a group display of GJB SAR Chapter member Veterans for inclusion in the
Pantagraph Veterans’ Day pages and other publications’ Veterans’ Day remembrances, as well as, for use when other appropriate occasions arise, reminded those Veterans present who had not provided a head and shoulders in uniform picture to do so. Electronic pictures would be preferable but if such is not available a print could also be acceptable. These may be sent to his email address or home address.
The speaker for the evening was Compatriot David L. Edwards who spoke on his “Revolutionary Ancestor—Pvt. Absolem Pollar and his own genealogy. Of interest his Patriot served from the beginning of the Revolutionary War to its
end which was very unusual. He was granted 200 acres in Virginia for his service. Also it was discovered that another
GJB SAR member’s Patriot had served in the same unit as the speaker’s Patriot.
Next meeting will be on Sep 15, 2015 at the College Park Christian Church at 1:00PM. This is our Constitution Week
meeting in conjunction with the Letitia Green Stevenson Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution. Excellence in performance of our local first responders in the areas of Law Enforcement/Fire Safety/EMS will be rewarded. The keynote speaker will be the Honorable Judge Donald D. Bernardi whose topic will be The Constitution, Yesterday and Today.
Virgil D. Short MD
GJB SAR Chapter Chaplain
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4th of Jul in Downs, Illinois
Don Lush organized a GJB SAR Float for the Downs 4th of July Parade
with Don Lush, Rodney Lush, Don Hyland and Dave Ashbrook participating. It was held at noon and was well attended.

L-R Don Hyland, GJB SAR Treas and newsletter editor, Don Lush, and Dave Ashbrook.
All: Members of Color Guard and Parade Committee

Above: Front Row l-R Don Hyland, Don Lush,
Dave Ashbrook & Rodney Lush. Back Row L-R
Quincy Roberts, Amy Harshberger, & Judy Lush
(DAR member)
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GJB SAR Member Ancestor
David Kenly Ashbrook
Illinois No. 7718
National No. 163506
Date of Admission – November 3, 2004
By Descent From
Levi Ashbrook

Service of Levi Ashbrook
Levi Ashbrook, Patriot, Planter, and Preacher, was born in 1738. He was 5 years old when his family moved from New Jersey to West Virginia. He and his family remained in Hampshire County, West Virginia all of his life. Levi married twice,
first to Mary Pentecost having 4 children, then to Mary Chenoweth having 12 more, for a total of 16 children.
Patriot Levi was in the Hampshire County militia and helped put down a Tory Insurrection in May and June of 1781. This
was called the Claypool Rebellion. There was a tax revolt by residents of the South Branch of the Potomac River. Several
were arrested and the militia quickly quelled the conspirators.
In May, 1782 Levi was paid 4 shillings, 8 pence for forage for cattle and drivers and later was paid 11 shillings, 2 pence for
forage and provision. They were Virginia Public Claims.
Levi was mentioned in Thomas Ashbrook's Pension Application. Thomas was a member of Captain Elisha Bell's Company
of the Virginia Militia. Levi Ashbrook was also with the company. They guarded the prisoners from Yorktown at the Barracks near Winchester, Virginia.
Planter Levi Ashbrook farmed land in Hampshire county all of his life. He was involved in several land transfers in Hampshire County, West Virginia. Hampshire County performed its first Census in 1782. Levi Ashbrook, Gentleman, was an enumerator. At the time, there were 13 whites in his household.
Preacher Levi Ashbrook, in 1770, was a witness on the Deeds for the Mill Creek Baptist Church, Berkley County, West Virginia. This was a one-acre tract of land for a meeting house and a burying place. Rent was one ear of Indian corn in and upon the fest of Christmas. Recorded 6 November 1770.
The Baptist History Homepage tells that a number of people were baptized at the North River Church. One of them was
Levi Ashbrook, a magistrate of the county, a man of great zeal in religion and afterwards became a reputable preacher.
In 1787, the Primitive Baptist Church was established at North River. Levi was the preacher from 1790-1793. He was referred to as Elder Levi. Levi died in 1794 at the age of 56. His will was probated October 15, 1794.
Levi’s children moved in many directions: Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee, Missouri and Illinois.
Some of them continued to spread the work of God. America was a land of religious freedom.

The General’s News

Aug 2015

Pg 5

Fate of the Signers of the Declaration of Independence
The following is often published and cited concerning the fate of the Signers, but its accuracy is doubtful, and should only be taken as "traditional"
rather than historical. See the end for links to other sources on the subject.
The following is widely published and this version appeared in the Constitution Society web page with the advice that it be considered “traditional”
rather than historical.

Have you ever wondered what happened to the 56 men who signed the Declaration of Independence?
Five signers were captured by the British as traitors, and tortured before they died.
Twelve had their homes ransacked and burned. Two lost their sons serving in the Revolutionary Army; another had two sons captured
Nine of the 56 fought and died from wounds or hardships of the Revolutionary War.
They signed and they pledged their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor. What kind of men were they?
Twenty-four were lawyers and jurists. Eleven were merchants, nine were farmers and large plantation owners; men of means, well educated. But
they signed the Declaration of Independence knowing full well that the penalty would be death if they were captured.
Carter Braxton of Virginia, a wealthy planter and trader, saw his ships swept from the seas by the British Navy. He sold his home and properties to
pay his debts, and died in rags.
Thomas McKeam was so hounded by the British that he was forced to move his family almost constantly. He served in the Congress without pay,
and his family was kept in hiding. His possessions were taken from him, and poverty was his reward.
Vandals or soldiers looted the properties of Dillery, Hall, Clymer, Walton, Gwinnett, Heyward, Ruttledge, and Middleton.
At the battle of Yorktown, Thomas Nelson, Jr., noted that the British General Cornwallis had taken over the Nelson home for his headquarters. He
quietly urged General George Washington to open fire. The home was destroyed, and Nelson died bankrupt.
Francis Lewis had his home and properties destroyed. The enemy jailed his wife, and she died within a few months.
John Hart was driven from his wife's bedside as she was dying. Their 13 children fled for their lives. His fields and his gristmill were laid to waste.
For more than a year he lived in forests and caves, returning home to find his wife dead and his children vanished. A few weeks later he died from
exhaustion and a broken heart.
Norris and Livingston suffered similar fates.
Such were the stories and sacrifices of the American Revolution. These were not wild-eyed, rabble-rousing ruffians. They were soft-spoken men of
means and education. They had security, but they valued liberty more. Standing tall, straight, and unwavering, they pledged: "For the support of this
declaration, with firm reliance on the protection of the divine providence, we mutually pledge to each other, our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred
honor."
They gave you and me a free and independent America. The history books never told you a lot about what happened in the Revolutionary War. We
didn't fight just the British.
We were British subjects at that time and we fought our own government!
Some of us take these liberties so much for granted, but we shouldn't. So, take a few minutes while enjoying your 4th of July holiday and silently
thank these patriots. It's not much to ask for the price they paid. Remember: freedom is never free!
I hope you will show your support by please sending this to as many people as you can. It's time we get the word out that patriotism is NOT a sin,
and the Fourth of July has more to it than beer, picnics, and baseball games.

In Memory of Charles J Knapp
It is with saddened hearts the Gen. Joseph Bartholomew Chapter of the
Sons of the American Revolution received notification that Compatriot
Charles J. Knapp had died at 1:48 AM on Monday July 6, 2015 at Heritage Manor in Normal.
Charles was born October 5, 1921 in Marshall, Michigan to Charles R. and Lena A.
Flint Knapp. He married Verna M. Smith on August 5, 1950 in Racine, Wisconsin.
She preceded him in death on August 12, 2010 in Normal. He was also preceded in
death by one grandson Brian Foulkes, four brothers, Albert, Rollin, Ray and Sam
and one sister Dorothy.
Charles is survived by four children, Kenton Charles Knapp of Kenosha, WI,
Clariss Lee Foulkes of East Peoria, IL, Curtis Harry (Karen) Knapp of Palos
Heights, IL and Bruce Albert (Kathi) Knapp of Normal, IL. He is also survived by
four grandchildren, Bethanne Taylor, Rebecca Foulkes, Kristi (Scott) Bradford,
and Kaitlyn Marie Knapp, eight great-grandchildren and one sister-in-law RoseMary Knapp of Marshall, MI.
Charles attended both Moody Bible Institute in Chicago and Michigan State University. After college he served as a missionary in Zimbabwe with The Evangelical
Alliance Mission for 10 years. He was also employed at Scripture Press in
Wheaton, All Steel Equipment in Montgomery, and was a manager for Buikema’s
Ace Hardware in Naperville. After he retired he moved to Normal, IL. where he
joined the GJB SAR Chapter and was known as a retired minister, nice fellow, and
participated in Chapter activities until his wife, Verna, passed away and his
health failed and he was granted Emeritus status. We are happy to have had the
time to spend with him.
You may share condolences/memories at www.calvertmemorial.com
Virgil D. Short MD
Chaplain GJB SAR Chapter of Sons of the American Revolution
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Experience teaches us that it is much easier to prevent an enemy from
posting themselves than it is to dislodge them after they have got possession.

If we desire to avoid insult, we must be able to repel it; if we desire to
secure peace, one of the most powerful instruments of our rising prosperity, it must be known, that we are at all times ready for War.
A free people ought not only be armed and disciplined, but should
have sufficient arms and ammunition to maintain a status of independence from any who might attempt to abuse them, which would
include their own government.

It is a maxim, founded on the universal experience of mankind, that
no nation is to be trusted farther than it is bound by its interest; and
no prudent statesman or politician will venture to depart from it.

Government is not reason, it is not eloquence, it is force; like fire, a
troublesome servant and a fearful master.
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2015 GJB Officers

President:
J. Gordon Bidner
V. President:
David Ashbrook
Secretary:
Jay L. Cummins
Secretary Emeritus: Harry Hoit
Registrar:
David J. Dougall
Genealogist:
William M. Hammitt
Treasurer:
Donald E Hyland
Chaplin:
Dr. Virgil Short
Sergeant of Arms:
Al Abbott
GJB Chapter
Newsletter Editor:
Donald Hyland
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Upcoming Events
20. Aug. 13: IL State Fair Twilight Parade
21. Aug. 14-15: ILSSAR BOM Meeting Springfield Hilton Hotel, Springfield, IL
22. Sept. 10: IL Patriot Newsletter Deadline for October
23. Sept. 15: SAR—DAR Constitution and Law Enforcement/Fire Safety/EMS Awards Program. 1:00 p.m. College Park Christian Church, 116
N. Cottage Ave., Normal, IL. Keynote Speaker: The Honorable Judge
Donald D. Bernardi, Retired Circuit Judge “The Constitution: Yesterday
and Today” Hosts: Cherie Valentine, Jeff Kretlow and Don Hyland
24. Sept. 25-26: NSSAR Fall Leadership Meeting—Louisville,

Ky.

25. Oct. 13: 6:00 p.m. GJB SAR Meeting Lakeside CC will be The 40th
GJB SAR Anniversary

Freedom is never more than one generation away
from extinction. We didn’t pass it to our children in
the bloodstream. It must be fought for, protected,
and handed on for them to do the same, or one day
we will spend our sunset years telling our children
and our children’s children what it was once like in
the United States where men were free.
Ronald Reagan,
40th President of the United States

Committees
Citizenship: J. Gordon Bidner, CH.,
Bill Hammitt, William White, Virgil
Short, Lee Wilder
Education/Public Relations: Donald
Lush, CH., Dave Ashbrook, Don Hyland, Alan Washburn
Public Relations: Dave Ashbrook,
CH., Jay Cummins, Gordon Bidner
Flag, Law Enforcement, Fire Safety,
EMS: Jeff Kretlow CH., Ed Proctor,
Virgil Short, David Dougall, Bill
Hammitt, Bill White
Eagle Scout: Bill White, CH., Dave
Ashbrook, Clark Killingsworth, Al
Abbott
Veterans/ROTC Affairs: Bill White,
CH., Bill Miller, Virgil Short, Bud
Lewis
Finance Committee: Kelly Gray,
CH., Don Hyland, Dave Ashbrook,
Phares O’Daffer, Lee Wilder, Bill
Miller
Nominating: Dave Ashbrook, CH.,
J. Gordon Bidner, Jay Cummins,
Don Hyland

BOM Members:
Alan C Washburn,
Clark S. Killingsworth, William White

Program/Membership: Chapter
Officers & Board of Managers

Painting of scene at the
Signing of Declaration of Independance
Picture on page 1 is that of the Declaration of Independence of
the United States of America

To join the GJB SAR Chapter contact David L. Dougall at
djdougall@yahoo.com

Color Guard/ Parade: Don Hyland,
CH., Don Lush, Dave Ashbrook, Al
Abbott
The General’s News: Don Hyland,
Editor, Dr. Virgil Short, J. Gordon
Bidner, Editorial Board
40th GJB Anniv Planning Com: CH,
Dave K. Ashbrook, Dr. Virgil Short,
Don Hyland, K. Lee Wilder, J. Gordon Bidner, Al Abbott

